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LONDON, Ontario — Ron Robert (left), at 84, with some of
his fellow students from his class at London, ON’s King’s
University College. Mr. Robert acquired a university degree
at age 84 and is preparing to start a Master’s program. He is
doing all this while diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Story page
4. (Photo courtesy King’s University College)

As Canada welcomes more immigration, there are concerns
that the Church is not keeping up with the changing face of
the people in the pews. Story page 3. (Michael Swan photo)

Canada’s Ukrainian
Catholic bishops
are asking all
Catholics for
prayers,  charitable
giving and three
days of fasting
November 24 to 26
in solidarity with
Ukrainians. (Web
image)

Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz is pictured May 30, 2021,
working on his sculpture, Sheltering, which features a dove
laying a blanket over a homeless person. Lingering scars
from the two-year public health emergency mingled with
fresh economic challenges are forcing homeless shelters to
brace for a tough winter. Story page 2.  (CNS photo/courtesy
Vincentian family)

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — An activist carries a placard
as he demonstrates at the central area of the conference centre
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, November 9, 2022. As world
leaders gathered at the U.N. climate conference to figure out
how to deal with climate change, young climate activists
found their voices through protests. Story page 7. (CNS photo/
Doreen Ajiambo, National Catholic Reporter)
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New FreemanThe
Tough times ahead for shelters, food banks
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Though Canada has largely entered a post-
pandemic landscape in recent months, linger-
ing scars from the two-year public health
emergency mingled with fresh economic
challenges are forcing homeless shelters to
brace for a tough winter.

Rowena Browne, chief development officer
of The Mustard Seed in Calgary, told The
Catholic Register about the food inflation
tribulations the Christian non-profit, founded
in 1984, is currently experiencing.

“I would say the environment that we are
in post-pandemic has been challenging and
overwhelming. The prices of food have been
quite difficult for us at the Mustard Seed to
navigate because the price of meat and
chicken, turkey, dairy — everything you can
imagine has either tripled or doubled in price,”
said Ms. Browne.

“In one of the cities where we operate in
central Alberta, we do a lot of food hampers.
We have seen our hampers double in need.
Not just individuals who need a hamper, but
we see a lot of couples and families with
young children standing in line — and they
are coming multiple times.”

The story for Fontbonne Ministries, a char-
ity founded in 2000 by the Sisters of St.
Joseph of Toronto, reads very similar to The
Mustard Seed’s situation.

“There is a big increase we’re experienc-
ing of people in need of food and clothing,”
said Leanne Kloppenborg, Fontbonne’s direc-
tor of mission integration and volunteers. “On
the weekend, we used to have lunches for
maybe 100 to 150 people — now it’s 300
plus that we serve with takeaway lunches.”

Late in October, Food Banks Canada re-
leased its annual report revealing that there
were 1.5 million visits to food banks in March
2022, a figure 15-per-cent higher than the
number of visits the year before, and 35-per-
cent more than the number of visits in March
2019 — one year before the pandemic
emerged.

Kirstin Beardsley, CEO of Food Banks
Canada, characterized the data as “devastat-
ing” in an interview with The Canadian Press.

“What we are seeing is the combination of
long-term effects to a broken social safety
net combined with the effects of inflation and
high costs driving more people to use food
banks than ever before in Canadian history,”
she said.

“Behind each one of these numbers is a

person who is struggling too much to get by.”
A tragic consequence of the prolonged pe-

riods of social isolation and lockdowns
throughout the country has been the sharp
rise in domestic abuse incidents. A study re-
leased in January, led by Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity Social Work Professor Halina Haag,
spoke to survivors, executive directors/man-
agers of organizations serving survivors, di-
rect service providers and employer/union
representatives.

Reviewing the testimonies recorded with
24 participants from these four different
stakeholder groups found that “COVID-19 as
increased rates and severity of IPV (intimate
partner violence),” and it also increased “bar-
riers to services in terms of both provision
and uptake.”

Ms. Haag said profound stress and financial
anxieties manufactured by pandemic restrictions
caused abusive behaviour to manifest from peo-
ple that were formerly non-violent.

The Mustard Seed can attest about the
“shadow pandemic” of IPV.

“The rise in domestic violence across the
country has been quite significant,” said Ms.
Browne. “We have been hit hard with that.
Previous to COVID, we had about I would
say under 25 women in our shelters in Calgary.
We have seen the numbers go all the way up
to upwards of mid-70s per night.”

It has also been well documented that in-
creased feelings of loneliness and depression
affected children, teenagers and adults young
and old in the thick of the pandemic, and now
during this transition back into an environment
closer to the way things were before 2020.

“We have seen an increase in people ex-
pressing their loneliness and their sense of
social isolation in the people we serve all across
the board,” said Ms. Kloppenborg. “We have
seen an increase in people asking for a friendly
visitor, for example, because they lost their
support systems for whatever reason.”

As Catholics observed the World Day of
the Poor November 13, Ms. Kloppenborg had
some insights for people to consider.

“There are people who are struggling who
are like you and me. For whatever reason,
they have fallen through the cracks or have
experienced obstacles in their lives that we
can walk with them through,” she said.

“We acknowledge that there are poor peo-
ple among us, but the thing is there are peo-
ple among us who need help in different ways.
I would say maybe also think of poverty as
not just economic, but also poverty in terms

(continued on page 11)
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Is the Church prepared for Canada's immigration influx?
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A new era of mass immigration to Canada,
one that will see 500,000 newcomers per year
by 2025, is good news for the Catholic Church
in this country.

“If you were to ask any bishop today who
has an important urban community, they will
tell you that the points of vitality in their dio-
cese will be urban parishes with large immi-
grant populations,” said Cathy Clifford, the-
ology professor at Ottawa’s Saint Paul Uni-
versity.

An Angus Reid poll for Cardus in Janu-
ary found that Canadians born outside the
country are more religiously inclined than
Canadians as a whole. Immigrants are far
less likely to report no religious affiliation
than the general Canadian population. An-
gus Reid categorized 18 per cent of its im-
migrant survey respondents as religious
nones [those who say they have no religion],
unaffiliated with any formal religion. That’s
just less than half the 34.6 per cent of all
Canadians who told census takers in 2021
that they are not religious.

The Angus Reid survey found that 33 per
cent of immigrants already here identify as
Catholics. That translates into one out of
every eight Canadian Catholics (13 per cent)
who are immigrants.

If Canada as an immigrant nation repre-
sents an opportunity for growth and new
life for the Church, the question is whether
parishes and Catholic institutions are ready
to welcome them, Clifford said.

“I’m not sure that we have adapted ad-
equately the pastoral life of our communi-
ties to receive the kind of enrichment that
new immigrants bring to our
communities,” she said.
  The federal government’s new
immigration levels plan, released
November 1, will see this coun-

try bring in 465,000 new permanent resi-
dents in 2023, 485,000 in 2024 and 500,000
in 2025. Ottawa’s new immigration ambi-
tions represent a continuation of a policy
that brought in 405,000 in 2021 and is on
track to welcome 431,000 this year.

Of course the government is not bring-
ing in immigrants to help out the Catholic
Church. It’s part of an economic plan to
bring in more workers to balance with
massive numbers of Canadians marching
off into retirement. A Business Council of
Canada survey in June found that 67 per
cent of businesses had cancelled or delayed
major projects because they couldn’t find
enough of the right kind of workers. An-
other 30 per cent had to relocate work out-
side of Canada.

An Environics Institute and Century Ini-
tiative survey in October found that seven
in 10 Canadians express support for cur-
rent immigration levels — the largest ma-
jority recorded on Environics surveys in 45
years.

In Halifax, Atlantic School of Theology
professor David Deane would like to see
parishes do more to adapt their liturgies and
parish life to reflect the religious practice
of new Canadians.

“Once a month at least, have a mass in
both the style and the language of a non-
English speaking, non-Canadian culture,”
he suggests. “We do have an African Mass
once a month here in Halifax. We have a good
amount of people from Nigeria with a Nige-
rian priest. It’s an entirely different vibe.”

Ms. Clifford warns of the dangers of pas-
sively waiting for the pious Catholics fresh
off the boat to just show up. The Synod on
Synodality has shown that many Catholics

worry that their
Church is not wel-
coming, she said.

“Lots of people
are feeling not wel-
comed in our com-
munities today. So
we have to ask our-
selves, how do we
receive others as
they are?” she said.
“Receiving people
from other cul-
tures, from other
spiritualities, with
other sensibilities
— I think that’s an
important question

to ask our parish and diocesan communi-
ties in the way we receive new immigrants.”

While immigrants to Canada may gener-
ally be more religious than the rest of us,
there are many who are free agents, includ-
ing those who grew up in officially atheist
societies such as China.

“Particularly in Ontario, where you’ve got
massive amounts of immigration from
places like China or places that are very
secular, there should be ways of doing
outreach to new people,” said Mr. Deane.
“But it doesn’t seem to be on the radar. But
it should be.”

One important form of outreach has been
Catholic welcome of refugees.

“In Ottawa here, Catholic Immigration
Services sets the standard for what goes
on in the region here,” said Ms. Clifford.
“It’s exemplary, what we’re doing to wel-
come immigrant communities. But I’m not
sure that that filters down always to the
parish level.”

Catholics across the country will continue
to be called on to welcome refugees to
Canada. The new levels plan envisions a
drop in the number of refugees resettled in
Canada from 76,305 next year to 72,750 in
2025. Within this number, Ottawa is cut-
ting drastically the number of refugees it
sponsors through the Government Assisted
Refugee program, from 23,550 in 2023 to
15,250 in 2025. That leaves the Privately
Sponsored Refugees [PSR] program, the
majority of these sponsored by faith com-
munities, to pick up the slack. The PSR
program will grow incrementally from
27,505 next year to 28,250 in 2025.

The numbers of refugees are dwarfed by
economic class immigrants (241,850 this
year, growing to 301,250 by 2025). Family
reunification accounts for 105,000 immi-
grants expected this year. This will grow to
118,000 by 2025.

Ms. Clifford warns that ethnically-based
personal parishes can be a trap — strong and
alive for the first generation of immigrants
then dwindling as their children and grand-
children take over.

“Second- and third-generation Canadians
are less interested in maintaining that strong
cultural identification. They’re interested in
being more broadly assimilated,” she said.
“They might not maintain the language of their
parents. So there’s a danger in defining par-
ish communities on ethnic and linguistic lines,
always.”§
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Building the reign of God:
loving beyond borders

Human history in the last two to three hundred years has seen an
increasing sense that we live in a very large world. What happens in
one part of the world has impact on the rest of us. We humans are
truly a global community or family. Pope Francis, when addressing
the challenge of climate change in his encyclical letter, Laudato si
invites us to see our world as our “common home”. In this home, we
share much of a common story/history. It is no surprise that this
story has its triumphs and its tragedies.

To speak of the mission of Jesus is to speak of the reign of God.
Jesus proclaimed, both in word and in action, that the reign of God
had come near and was in fact present. It did so in his own person
and it continues to come near is with us as we share in the Spirit of
the risen Jesus, here and now. Jesus is present and active through the
Spirit-filled people he has made his own. By our very baptism, we are
released into our world as the presence of Jesus among all humanity.

So what?  All through the Gospels we hear of Jesus on his mission.
Sometimes it is found in the words he speaks: You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart,... and your neighbour as yourself (Luke
10:27). But his mission is more than words. It is actions. So through-
out the Gospels we hear of the reconciling, healing actions of Jesus
as he reaches out to the wounded, the broken and the hurting. What
is striking about this reaching out is that it is often to those who are
outside our community, the outcasts and the foreigners. The mission
of Jesus takes God’s reign beyond borders.

What is true of Jesus is true of us who are bearers of the Spirit of
Jesus. Our mission is to take God’s reign beyond borders, to all the
peoples of the earth. The Gospels present us with a double com-
mandment — love God and love your neighbour. Jesus was asked:
Who is my neighbour? In response he told of the Good Samaritan
(Lk.10:25-37). Loving care knows no barriers or boundaries. Our
mission, like Jesus, is to bring healing, reconciliation, liberation be-
yond borders to all the peoples of the earth.

There are many ways to build the
reign of God. Sometimes we focus
on the world closest to us, our family,
our neighbourhood. They are the ob-
ject of our love and care. But the mis-
sion calls us further, to loving and car-
ing beyond borders. We share a com-
mon humanity with all the peoples of the earth. Our mission is to all of
them and it is expressed in our loving care and concern, our solidarity
with the needs and aspirations beyond our own parish, neighbour-
hood and nation. We are called beyond borders.

Fundamentally, this mission is a call to change our world. Change
is a curious thing. Much as we might sometimes long for it, often we
fear it and even resist it. Basic change in our lives and our world is
threatening. Such change involves us in risk and disruption in our
lives. It also is a journey into what may be very much unknown
territory. The images we find in the Gospel this weekend Luke (21:5-
19) are scary. They describe great disruption and even destruction. It
appears the whole world is overturned.

These images are what scripture calls apocalyptic. It is a type of
literature that often leaves us fearful and confused about what it all
means. The passage we hear in Luke actually can be seen as hopeful.
Yes, it is a challenge, but ultimately, God who has created our com-
mon home, continues to bring life and peace. Our call is to be builders
of God’s reign among all peoples in our common home.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Treating Alzheimer's as a matter of degree
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

LONDON, ON — Getting a university degree at age 84 is a bit
unusual. Preparing to start a Master’s program at 85 is a rarity. Doing
all this while diagnosed with Alzheimer’s is stunning.

Ron Robert walked across the stage at King’s University College In
London, ON, last month to collect a three-year Bachelor’s degree in
political science. Now, at the age of 85, he’s taking a few more courses
in the hope of embarking on a Master’s degree.

“I’m going to go — I hope, if my head is still working — for my
Master’s. It is working, so I’m not going to stop,” Mr. Robert told
The Catholic Register.

King’s Political Science professor Andrea Lawlor has no doubt Mr.
Robert’s head works. She taught him through four different courses
in Canadian politics and law — four of the 35 courses Mr. Robert
completed for his degree.

“I didn’t know Ron had Alzheimer’s for the first few weeks I
taught him. It wasn’t until he mentioned it in class — quite casually
— that I found out,” Lawlor said in an email.

There were small accommodations for Mr. Robert — primarily
oral exams rather than the traditional two hours of writing longhand
answers in a hushed lecture hall. But Ms. Lawlor and other profes-

sors at King’s were more often making allowances for Mr. Robert’s
deteriorating eyesight (macular degeneration) than for his memory
troubles. Mr. Robert recorded lectures so he could listen to them
again. Professors assigned him podcasts and documentary films,
knowing that hours of reading would be a problem.

Mr. Robert played to his strengths on campus. As a former broad-
cast journalist who had covered the Saskatchewan and Alberta legis-
latures, rising to cover Parliament in Ottawa for Selkirk News, Mr.
Robert had the gift of the gab. He was a full and valued participant in
classroom discussions. As a former aide to Pierre Trudeau holding
down the Western desk in the prime minister’s office, he possessed a
wealth of memories of real-life politics — events and debates that are
now distant history for his fellow students.

Long-term memory is one of Mr. Robert’s strengths.
“My long-term memory improved, but I lost my short-term

memory,” Mr. Robert explained. “I remembered things from when I
was five years old, which I couldn’t have remembered before I got
Alzheimer’s. So figure that one out. It’s weird.”

Getting a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s in 2015 wasn’t easy.
“They took my driver’s licence right that day, of course,” he re-

called. “I miss that more than anything. That rocked me.”
He had also seen his two older brothers quickly succumb to the

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Marking an anniversary
Forty years ago in November of 1982, I began writing this column

while a doctoral student in Belgium. I chose to call it In Exile for two
reasons.  Superficially, I chose this title because I was living in Europe, far
from much of what I considered as home. While I was not pretending to
be Robert Browning, writing Home-Thoughts, From Abroad, I did take an
amateur’s delight in the small parallel. For much more significant reasons,
I chose this title because all of us live our lives in exile. We live our lives (as
St. Paul says) seeing “as through a glass, darkly.” We live in our separate
riddles, partially separated from God, each other, and even from our-
selves. We experience some love, some community, some peace, but
never these in their fullness. Our individual existence places a certain bar-
rier between us and full community. We live, truly, as in a riddle. God, who
is omnipresent, cannot be physically sensed; others, who are as real as
we, are always partially distanced and unreal; and we, in the end, are
fundamentally a mystery even to ourselves.

In that sense, all of us are far from home, in exile, longing to know more
fully and to be known more fully, distanced from so much. And, while on
this pilgrimage, our perspectives are only partial; our vision, even at best,
that of the “foreigner,” one out of the mainstream, who does not fully see
nor understand.

From this exiled perspective, I have for forty years offered my reflec-
tions. The column has taken a variety of forms. As Margaret Atwood
once said: “What touches you is what you touch!” I have touched on a
whole lot of things; but all of them, in their own fashion, were in one way
or another trying to untangle the riddle, to end the exile, to help to get a
pilgrim home!

Initially, the column ran in only one news-
paper, the Western Catholic Reporter. In 1987,
the Green Bay Compass picked it up, and
one year later the Portland Sentinel began to
publish it. In 1990, the column got a major
break. It was picked up by the Catholic Her-
ald in London, England, a national paper in
the United Kingdom that, at the time, was privately owned by Otto Herschan
who also owned the Irish Catholic, a national paper in Ireland, and the
Scottish Catholic Observer, a national paper in Scotland. With that, the
column now had a home in six newspapers in five countries, nationally in
three of them. Moreover, with lax copyright laws in Asia that are not as
rigorous, nor as enforced, as here and, soon, a number of dioceses in Asia
began to pirate the column and publish it.

The early 1990s brought more breakthroughs for the column: The Catho-
lic Register and the Prairie Messenger, both national papers in Canada,
picked up the column in 1992. To my mind, that was circulation enough.
However, after the publication of The Holy Longing in the USA in 1999,
the column’s circulation exploded. Within three years, it was being carried
by more than sixty newspapers in more than ten countries. That has since
grown to more than eighty papers.  Since 2008, the column has also been
published in both Spanish and Vietnamese and is finding a readership in
Vietnam, in Mexico, and in parts of Latin America.

I owe a debt of gratitude to a lot of people but need to single out several
to thank specially. First, a deep thanks to the Western Catholic Reporter (in
Edmonton, Canada) and its then editor, Glenn Argan. It was the first news-
paper and Glenn Argan was the first editor to take a chance on me, an
unknown prairie boy with little in the way of sophisticated credentials or
contacts. Because of this, through all these forty years, I have always
coded the column as WCR because, before anyone else, I was writing it
for the Western Catholic Reporter [WCR]. Today, each week, when it is
emailed to some eighty plus newspapers, it goes out under the coded label
“WCR”. I suspect none of the editors receiving it know what that means,
but now you know.

A special thanks to Delia Smith for taking the column to the Catholic
Herald in London and to Otto Herschan its then owner and publisher.
From 1990 until his death, Otto made sure that any newspaper he pub-
lished had my column in it. As well, deep thanks to JoAnne Chrones, my
tireless Executive Secretary for these past 28 years, to Kay Legried, who
pitched the column to various newspapers, and to Doug Mitchell who
lays a critical, proofreading eye, to every column.

Truth be told, when I first began writing this column, I was probably
more solicitous about bringing a column to birth than about helping bring
God’s kingdom to birth. Our motivation is perennially in need of purifica-
tion. I hope that I have matured in this area during these forty years and
my biggest thank you of all goes out to you, the reader.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 4)
disease. He watched as his sisters-in-law took doting and exhausting
care of his brothers.

He also looked into the world of puzzles and memory exercises
often recommended to people trying to stave off dementia.

“There’s nothing empirical about them though, unfortunately,” he
said. “So, I thought, ‘You go to university’ — which I had always
wanted to do. You know, you’re tested on a regular basis. To me that
made sense. It’s no good just trying to memorize stuff if you don’t have
an objective to memorizing.”

Mr. Robert had never gone beyond Grade 9. He began his working life
as a radio reporter at the age of 17. As he matured in his careers in journal-
ism and politics he ached to get the education he didn’t have in his youth.

In class Mr. Robert was an asset as a witness to history, generous
with his knowledge.

“As a professor, I loved the addition of his experiences working in
politics and journalism,” said Ms. Lawlor. “They really added that
human feel to the material”

When premiers and prime ministers, the Meech Lake Accord and
the 1982 adoption of Canada’s Constitution popped up in class, Mr.
Robert could contribute insights only available to an eyewitness.

Students young enough to be his grandchildren appreciated the gift
of Mr. Robert’s long-term memories.

“Ron connected with the students. There was mutual apprecia-
tion,” said Ms. Lawlor.

His advice to his own generation facing memory loss is to go be-
yond “puzzles and stuff” and stay active and engaged with people.

“Not just university. If you’ve got a passion about something —
say you really wanted to learn piano — go take that. Take structured
lessons and ensure that you’re tested periodically.”§

Treating Alzheimer's



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.  November 18, 2022Page 6

Ukrainian bishops call for solidarity fast
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canada’s Ukrainian Catholic bishops are asking all Catholics for
prayers, charitable giving and three days of fasting November 24 to
26 in solidarity with Ukrainians living with food shortages and facing
days without heat, light or water as Russia continues to target civilian
infrastructure, especially Ukraine’s power grid.

In a pastoral letter distributed through the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Bishops Lawrence Huculak, David Motiuk and Bryan
Bayda compare Russia’s attacks on civilian targets to Joseph Stalin’s
1932-33 scheme to starve Ukraine into submission — an event re-
membered by Ukrainians as the Holodomor, an internationally recog-
nized genocide.

“To me it’s kind of a natural link,” Edmonton’s Eparchial Bishop
David Motiuk told The Catholic Register. “1932-33 was a genocide.
Again, a genocide in the making to say that the Ukrainian nation doesn’t
exist.”

In February, as Russia’s invasion began, Vladimir Putin explicitly
denied that Ukraine had ever had “real statehood.” He said Ukraine
was an integral part of Russia’s “own history, culture, spiritual space.”

The first week of November, Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky reported that 4.5 million Ukrainians, more than 10 per cent
of the pre-war population, are without power because of Russian

drone strikes on transformers and power stations. At the same time,
the Russian military administration in occupied parts of Ukraine has
begun a program of “mass forced relocation” of Ukrainians, Mr.
Zelensky said.

“Let us pray for those who endure the war, who defend their coun-
try and nationhood, who live in fear and who have been forced to flee
their homes,” Canada’s Ukrainian bishops wrote in their pastoral let-
ter. “Let us pray for those who have died as a result of the war and
for those who have died today and who will die tomorrow.”

The bishops list the Catholic Near East Welfare Association - Canada
(CNEWA), Development and Peace - Caritas Canada, Aid to the Church
in Need - Canada, Canadian Jesuits International and the Ukrainian
Canadian Congress as trusted agencies for donations to Ukrainians
who are enduring the war.

The three days of fasting in solidarity with Ukraine are timed to
coincide with annual commemorations of the Holodomor in Canada.

“Fast as best you can. For some, that will mean only bread and
water, for some no sweets, for others only one meal each day,” the
bishops write. “However you choose to fast, unite your thoughts and
prayers before the Lord for peace for the people of Ukraine.”

Fasting makes sense if you want to be in solidarity with people who
are hungry, said Bishop Motiuk.

“There are people in Ukraine that are starving and really struggling
to put food on the table.”§

Peace requires 'gentle power of dialogue,' pope says at audience
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — For there to be peace, people need to expand
their horizons, engage in dialogue and work with each other in a way
that sets aside selfishness and ambition, Pope Francis said.

Reflecting on his recent visit to Bahrain during his weekly general
audience November 9, the pope said, "I sensed this need in Bahrain
and I hoped that religious and civil leaders throughout the world might
be able to look beyond their own borders, their own communities, to
care for the whole."

"This is the only way to confront certain universal issues, such as
that God is being forgotten, the tragedy of hunger, the care of crea-
tion, peace," he said.

The world needs to reject confrontation and walk the path of en-
counter, he said, especially when it comes to "the insanity of war of
which battered Ukraine is a victim, and of many other conflicts that
will never be resolved through the infantile logic of artillery, but only
with the gentle power of dialogue."

Pope Francis told people at the audience why he decided to visit a
Muslim-majority nation when there are so many countries in the world
with a predominately Christian population.

The answer, he said, can be summed up in three words: dialogue,
encounter and journey.

The opportunity for "the long-desired journey" November 3-6 came
thanks to an invitation by Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
who was sponsoring a forum on dialogue between the East and the
West, in order to "discover the richness that other peoples, traditions
and beliefs possess," the pope said.

Bahrain, an archipelago of 33 islands in the middle of the Persian
Gulf, "helps us understand that it is not necessary to live by isolating

ourselves, but by coming closer," he said.
"The cause of peace necessitates this, and dialogue is 'the oxygen

of peace,'" even at home and in the family, he added.
The Second Vatican Council saw that peace needed men and women

who could see and think beyond their own nation, "put aside national
selfishness and ambition to dominate other nations" and develop a
"profound reverence for the whole of humanity," the pope said.

This approach is still greatly needed in today's world, he said, and
the Bahrain forum "encouraged the choice of the path of encounter
and the rejection of confrontation."

(continued on page 11)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis smiles in the popemobile during
his weekly general audience in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican
November 9, 2022.  (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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Young climate activists find their voices at COP27
By NGALA KILLIAN CHIMTON
Catholic News Service

SHARM EL-SHEIKH, Egypt — They sang, they danced and they
clapped. As world leaders gathered at the U.N. climate conference to
figure out how to deal with climate change, faith organizations found
their voices through protests.

The Christian youths from across the world were out to dramatize
what the hurt the environment was going through, and with it, the
entire human race.

Joe Bongay of the Catholic Youth Network for Environmental
Sustainability in Africa told Catholic News Service [CNS] the protests
were meant to draw attention to the need to care for the earth, in line
with Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato Si': on Care for Our Common
Home.

"When you sing about it, when you clap about it, it reminds people
of their moral obligations toward caring for what we all share, which
is the common earth that we all live in," he said.

He told CNS how a changing climate was affecting ordinary people
across Africa, citing the drought in East Africa, where the United
Nations has predicted more than 50 million people will suffer from
acute hunger by the end of the year.

"We are struggling to survive in terms of food, in terms of hunger,
and so many other problems brought about by climate change. Africa
is at a point where it can't even feed itself," he told CNS.

Nigerian Catholic activist Lucky Abeng talked about the devastating
floods in his country that killed more than 600 people in October
alone and displaced more than a million more.

"Climate change is here with us," he said.
Rita Uwaka of Friends of the Earth Africa expressed discomfort

with the presence of fossil fuel lobbyists at the COP27 event, as the
climate conference is known.

"The so-many corporations taking over the climate space are hi-
jacking and manipulating the negotiation process, and we feel that
these criminals fueling climate crises need to be kicked out. It's high
time that there is sanity in COP. And the only way we can get sanity
and justice is to make sure that these polluters pay but also (are)
kicked out of the climate negotiations," she told CNS.

She blasted leaders for seeking what she called "false solutions" to
the climate emergency, citing carbon markets as an example.

"There are a lot of false solutions. Take carbon credits for instance.
It means you have to keep polluting in the developed countries, and
then you come to Africa to plant trees to absorb the carbon, but you
are not stopping pollution at the source. That is a false solution, and
we reject it," she told CNS.

She complained that agro-commodities companies "are in the ne-
gotiation space; they are fueling a lot of land grabs in Africa — taking
over forests, cutting them down and replacing them with plantations.
And this increase in deforestation as a result of agro-commodities
expansion is fueling climate change. But here, they are putting it as a
solution."

"We don't want false solutions," she said, explaining that local com-
munities in Africa and other developing countries should be leading
the search for solutions in which accessible and affordable renewable
energy is encouraged.

"We want solutions like agro-ecology, where you put food produc-
tion in the hands of the people. We want community forest manage-

ment methods that put the management of our forests in the hands of
communities."

Mr. Bongay added that he was opposed to the proposal that some
kind of carbon insurance should be instituted. He said it would be an
injustice if Third World countries, already reeling from the effects of
a changing climate they did little to cause, were asked to pay climate
insurance.

"We can't afford it," he said.
"It is not a solution. He who begins the fight must finish it ... We

shouldn't use our ... taxpayers' money to adapt, because we didn't
cause climate change. Developed nations that are getting the prof-
its at the expense of humanity and the environment should be able
to pay their climate debts and reparation to those who are most
vulnerable."§

Pope Pius XI instituted the feast of Christ the King in 1925. This
year the feast falls on November 20.

The feast of Christ the King illuminates the mystery of God by
calling attention to his universal Lordship. St. Paul in the Epistle to the
Ephesians states that the Father “put all things under [Christ’s] feet
and made him as ruler of everything ... the fullness of him who fills
the whole creation.” (1 :22-23) .

The preface of the feast of Christ the King sums up beautifully
the meaning of the Kingship of Christ.

“As king he claims dominion over all creation, that he may present
to you, his almighty Father, an eternal and universal kingdom: a king-
dom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of
justice, love, and peace.”

The flag of Christ the King (above) depicted above was designed
by Father Robert J. Williams, M.D. in 1930, just five years after the
proclamation of the Feast of Christ the King by Pope Pius XI, De-
cember 31, 1925. It depicts what Fr. Williams, priest of the Diocese
of Chatham, saw in a vision he experienced at St. Thomas College
during the night of May 3, 1930.

The design of the flag depicts the three epochs of Christ's life. On
the blue section next to the staff is a gold star for his birth: on the red,
a gold cross for his death; and on the white, a gold crown for his
resurrection and kingship.

Fr. Williams had the flag made up and it was flown on festive
occasions in many parishes in the Maritimes and beyond. Fr. Williams
died April 21, 1953.§

Feast of Christ the King

The flag of Christ the King. (TNF image)
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MAiD gone wrong: access to supports cited in deaths
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Toujours Vivant-Not Dead Yet’s “MAiD
Despite Questionable Eligibility” database does
not yet include Sathya Dhara Kovac, a 44-
year-old Winnipeg woman who revealed in
her self-penned obituary that she used the
MAiD system to end her life — not to hasten
an imminent death or avoid intolerable suf-
fering, but because she couldn’t get enough
home care.

“Ultimately, it was not a genetic disease that
took me out, it was a system,” Ms. Kovacs,
who suffered from ALS (amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis), wrote in the obituary she
left for friends and family. “There is des-
perate need for change. That is the sick-
ness that causes so much suffering. Vul-
nerable people need help to survive. I could
have had more time if I had more help.”

A friend of Ms. Kovacs told the CBC Ms.
Kovacs withheld from MAiD assessors that
she was driven to seek a medicalized death
by lack of adequate home care, knowing
she would be denied if she spoke about it.

Ms. Kovac’s case is not unique, said
Toujours Vivant-Not Dead Yet director Amy
Hasbrouck. Her database of tales of MAiD
gone wrong stretches to 55 names of people
either killed in the official Medical Assistance
in Dying system under questionable circum-
stances or who committed suicide in frustra-
tion with bureaucracy that could not or would
not provide adequate supports or home care.

Access to home-based personal supports
has been a major struggle for disabled people
since long before MAiD became legal in 2016.

As Canada debated the wisdom of legalized
mercy killing, disability rights activists, includ-
ing Hasbrouck and her Not Dead Yet network,
argued that such a system would threaten
disabled people by encouraging them to choose
a state-sanctioned, medically certain death.

“At this point we’re sort of sitting here
saying, ‘I told you so, I told you so, I told
you so.’ But nobody wants to hear from
us,” Ms. Hasbrouck said.

The database was assembled from me-
dia reports as “none of this information is
available through government sources,” Ms.
Hasbrouck said.

Health Canada denies that anybody is re-
ceiving MAiD because they can’t access
disability supports or quality palliative care.

“In the course of advancing a request for
MAiD, a person may indicate the absence
or insufficiency of social support. How-
ever, there is no evidence that a person
would be assessed as eligible for MAiD by
two independent practitioners if the asses-
sors had reason to believe that the person’s
grievous and irremediable medical condi-
tion and associated suffering caused by that
condition could be relieved on a sustained
basis by access to reasonable and available
treatment and social services,” Health
Canada spokesperson Natalie Mohamed
told The Catholic Register in an email.

“Yeah, well that’s (BS),” Ms. Hasbrouck
responded. “It was (BS) seven years ago
and it’s (BS) now. Every one of these cases
(in the database) points out how what
they’re saying is not true.”

The database includes Sean Tagert, a 41-
year-old B.C. man with ALS who tried and

Surprise support for anti-MAiD campaign
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

One of Canada’s leading supporters of Medi-
cal Assistance in Dying is in favour of an anti-
MAiD campaign launched by the Christian
Medical and Dental Association of Canada and
backed by Ontario’s bishops.

Dr. Sandy Buchman was president of the
Canadian Medical Association when it changed
its code of ethics to accommodate legalized
euthanasia. He is a MAiD assessor and MAiD
provider, founder of a proposed MAiD-pro-
viding hospice in North York and medical di-
rector of the Freemen Centre for the Advance-
ment of Palliative Care at North York General
Hospital.

(continued on page 9)

failed to get the 24-hour at-home support
he needed to function. Thirty-five-year-old
father Chris “Birdie” Gladders from Hamil-
ton, ON, is on the list. He suffered from
Fabry’s disease, which cancels the body’s
ability to break down a specific type of fatty
acid. During COVID, he ended up at a re-
tirement home where he was left alone in
his room with bedding unchanged for weeks
and no ability to get to the toilet on his own.
He qualified for MAiD last year.

Since February, when MAiD became legal
by reason of disability with no imminent pros-
pect of death, Ms. Hasbrouck’s fears have
only deepened.

According to the Third Annual Report on
Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada, MAiD
accounted for 3.3 per cent of all Canadian
deaths in 2021. Year after year MAiD deaths
have inched up. If MAiD was counted as a
cause of death by Statistics Canada, it would
have been the 10th leading cause of death in
2018. In 2019 it was the ninth leading cause
of death. Then in 2020, despite the onset of
COVID, it was the seventh leading cause of
death.

“It (MAiD) is actually just a way of de-
pressurizing the problems with social serv-
ices,” Ms. Hasbrouck said.

Public exposure of the cases where MAiD
has been administered when people’s great-
est challenge was not their disease but their
access to health and social supports is criti-
cal, said Ms. Hasbrouck.

“We knew that this was going to happen
and here it is happening. ... We need to
backpedal on this idea that killing people is a
good idea.”§

Deacon Larry Worthen (Michael Swan photo)
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(continued from page 8)
Even as a passionate advocate for MAiD,

Dr. Buchman believes a society that gives
people the option of medically terminating their
lives must also give them all the medical and
social support they need to continue living.

“What kind of society are we?” he asked.
“Are we a caring, compassionate society?
Are we going to condemn people to live
with these disadvantages — in poverty, lack
of adequate housing? Are we not going to
attempt to deal better with their mental
health and addictions? Their access to
physical therapy, occupational therapy, the
resources that everyone needs in a consist-
ent way?”

The campaign — No Options, No Choice
— argues that provincial governments need
to spend more on palliative care, mental
health treatments, social and housing sup-
ports to ensure Canadians don’t choose
doctor-assisted suicide out of despair and
frustration.

“Support additional services for Canadi-
ans so that they have real options to live,”
says the campaign’s website (nooptions
nochoice.ca).

“I’m in full agreement with a lot of that,”
said Dr. Buchman

Dr. Buchman argues that health care and
social service budgets must prioritize the
most vulnerable.

“We’re talking about people who need
these sorts of supports to maintain normal,
basic life,” he said. “People are living hugely
below the poverty line in this time of ram-
pant inflation, food prices. It’s just unjust…
What drives death, really? What drives
deaths is these inadequate social circum-
stances and social support services that
people are living with. If you or I were in
those, we would ask for MAiD.”

The No Options, No Choice campaign
won’t overturn the law that makes volun-
tary euthanasia legal in Canada, said Dea-
con Larry Worthen, executive director of
the Christian Medical and Dental Associa-
tion. But it at least proposes alternatives.

“Am I saying this is going to eliminate
MAiD altogether? Probably not,” said Mr.
Worthen. “But how many lives will be saved
in the interim?”

The Archdiocese of Toronto, along with
every other diocese in Ontario, has thrown
its support behind the No Options, No
Choice campaign.

“We’ve long argued for expanded fund-
ing for palliative care,” said archdiocesan
spokesperson Neil MacCarthy. “Govern-
ments at all levels need to look at how we
can make housing affordable for those liv-
ing with disabilities, along with other sup-
port systems to ensure they are not living
in poverty or isolation. We need to look at
all solutions as to how we can support the
vulnerable and ensure they are not forgot-
ten.”

The campaign has been timed to coin-
cide with when provincial governments are
drawing up their budgets, Worthen said.
One priority would be bringing provincial
disability pensions up over the poverty line,
he said. Queen’s Park increased Ontario
Disability Support Program [ODSP] pay-
ments five per cent this year, but in a year
of eight-per-cent inflation an ODSP cheque
still buys less than it did a year ago.

Vancouver palliative care physician
Margaret Cottle, a member of the Euthana-
sia Prevention Coalition, has thrown her
support behind the No Options, No Choice
campaign. Ms. Cottle worries about the
moral shape of a society that makes a le-
thal injection easy but housing, palliative

care, effective psy-
chiatric care and
home care incredibly
difficult.

“What does this
say about us as a
culture if we do
this?” she asked. “In
British Columbia it
takes less paper-
work and less as-
sessment to get
MAiD than it does to
receive government-
supported home
oxygen.”

While Ms. Cottle disagrees with Dr.
Buchman fundamentally about the defini-
tion of palliative care and the compatibil-
ity of MAiD with the Hippocratic Oath,
she has the same concerns about patients
choosing MAiD because society can’t or
won’t provide the necessities of life.

“The whole thing is just, it’s heartbreak-
ing is what I can say,” said Ms. Cottle.
“I’ve had a patient who said that he was
going to pursue MAiD because he couldn’t
get decent home care… The government
made MAiD part of the rights under the
Canada Health Act and palliative care is
not. How crazy is that?”

Health Canada doesn’t see a problem
with the availability of palliative care.

“The available evidence suggests that
the choice to seek MAiD is not driven by
inadequate palliative care services, nor lack
of availability of these services,” Health
Canada spokesperson Natalie Mohamed
said in an email. “The Third Annual Re-
port on MAiD in Canada indicates that, in
2021, the majority of MAiD recipients
(80.7 per cent) received palliative care.”

The bureaucratic form-filling behind
such statistics doesn’t convince Mr.
Worthen.

“Our role as Church is to come along-
side people like that — whether they are
in our parishes or they may not even be
regular church-goers,” he said. “They are
individuals in our society who are suffer-
ing from loneliness, isolation and in some
cases discrimination and prejudice. Our
role as Christians should be to come along-
side them and to support them and to help
them realize that God loves them and that
they have dignity outside of what our so-
ciety says about them.”

The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops [CCCB] said its Office for Fam-
ily and Life has received information about
the No Options, No Choice campaign.
Before the CCCB opts into the campaign,
the Office for Family and Life must present
the case to the Standing Committee for
Family and Life and the Executive Com-
mittee of the CCCB for approval.

“The CCCB is very supportive of any
and all initiatives that promote and advance
the culture of life, including palliative care,
which we understand is the focus of this
particular initiative,” the CCCB Commu-
nications Service said in an email.§

Surprise support for anti-MAiD campaign
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Classic Memorials Inc.
Best Quality,Service & Prices!

Laser Design Experts

Four Generations of Monument Craftsmen
Area Representatives

 Office & Showroom: St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 327 Westmorland Rd., Saint John, 653-6861
Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541

Fundy Funeral Home, Saint John, 646-2424

Classic uses only the very best granites available and
unconditionally guarantees every monument sold.

'Bubble zone' constitutionaly challenged
By PETER STOCKLAND
and SUSAN KORAH
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — Lawyers for Father Tony Van
Hee say they’ll press forward with a consti-
tutional challenge to Ontario’s abortion clinic
“bubble zone” law despite charges being
dropped against the 87-year-old Jesuit priest.

The Crown abruptly withdrew two criminal
counts against Fr. Van Hee on October 28 on the
grounds that it was not in the “public interest” to
continue the prosecution begun four years ago.
Fr. Van Hee was arrested on October 24, 2018
outside the Morgentaler abortion clinic in down-
town Ottawa for holding up signs protesting at-
tacks on freedom of speech.

The priest’s legal representatives, Phil
Horgan, of Toronto, and Albertos
Polizogopoulos, based in Ottawa, say the
public interest now demands Ontario’s “Safe
Access to Abortion Services” law be chal-
lenged for violating Canada’s Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. The legislation was
passed by the former Liberal government of
Kathleen Wynne in 2017. It has been used
only twice in the past five years, once against
a protester who died before his case was
heard, and again against Fr. Van Hee.

Mr. Horgan said the very basics of the law
offend the Charter.

“The structure of this law is that it affords
law enforcement the ability to lay charges
against a peaceful, non-obstructive protester,
based on where he or she may
be located, so as to intimidate
any such protest activity,” he
said.

“The Crown, perhaps several
years later, can then withdraw
the charges rather than face an
obvious constitutional challenge
on the merits. While the charges
are pending, the citizen is re-
strained and muzzled. Without
(a legal verdict) the process can
be repeated (with) someone
else.”

Mr. Polizogopoulos compared
the wording and intention of the
act to laws commonly invoked
by oppressive religious regimes
for stamping out dissenting be-
lief.

“Our position is the legislation
is such a serious Charter breach
that it should never have been
available to prosecute a man in

OTTAWA — Father Tony Van Hee has
prayed and fasted on Parliament Hill for
an end to abortion every day the House
of Commons is in session for almost 30
years.  In October 2018, he was arrested
and charged with violating Ontario’s
“bubble-zone” law. Those charges were
recently dropped.  (Canadian Catholic News
file photo)

his 80s peacefully carrying out his priestly
duties, and protesting legislation that effec-
tively amounts to anti-blasphemy laws,”
Polizogopoulos said. “Just its attempt to out-
law ‘discouraging language’ on a public street
in the nation’s capital — or anywhere in
Canada — seems to exemplify what the
courts have defined as legal overreach.”

Fr. Van Hee, who held peaceful anti-abor-
tion vigils on Parliament Hill for almost three
decades before his arrest, said he would not
be returning to protest duty but was looking
forward to the constitutional case.

“I owe (the) victory to God, and His inter-
vention on my behalf, and on behalf of vic-
tims of the abortion industry,” he said after
the Crown advised the Ontario Court of Jus-
tice in Ottawa that the case wouldn’t pro-
ceed. “I am obviously pleased with the
Crown’s acknowledgment that its prosecu-
tion was not in the public interest. It has been
my position from the start that this legislation
is unacceptable. We will now move on to the
next round where, God willing, we will also
see justice.”

On the day he was arrested four years ago,
Fr. Van Hee was deemed to be within the 50
metre legal “bubble zone” around the
Morgentaler clinic on Bank Street. He held
signs that read: “The Primacy of Free Speech:
Cornerstone of Western Civilization” and
“Without Free Speech the State is a Corpse.”

He was subsequently charged with intimi-
dation or attempted intimidation. The single

initial charge was later dropped and replaced
by two charges of “inform(ing) or
attempt(ing) to inform a person concerning
issues related to abortion services, by any
means, including oral, written or graphic
means,” and “perform(ing) or attempt(ing)
to perform an act of disapproval concerning
issues related to abortion services, by any
means.”

While the criminal charges worked their way
through the courts, Mr. Polizogopoulos, later
joined by Mr. Horgan, launched the constitu-
tional challenge to the law itself. The chal-
lenge was stalled by COVID and by the need
to examine 14 Crown witnesses supportive
of the legislation, but will now resume. §
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Obituary

(continued from page 2)
of the social isolation that people are experiencing, and poverty with not
having friends they can count on or family support. These are all things
that can make people vulnerable and feel like their lives are hard,” she said.

Government leaders in Canada and around the world forecast a
grim economic outlook for the remainder of 2022 that will stretch
into 2023. Many economists expect Canada will dip into a recession
in the first quarter of next year.

This reality would only intensify the pressures on entities like The
Mustard Seed and Fontbonne Ministries. Already, in early November,
there are over 370 Calgarians, staying at the Mustard Seed’s shelter,
which is slightly over the recommended 350 capacity.

“We’re not fully into winter yet. We expect by 2023 that we’ll be over
capacity. We kind of heard already where people are trying to triage sup-
ports in the High River and Cochrane areas because shelters are full.”

All this is occurring as COVID lingers. Ms. Browne said there are
guests in the homeless shelter diagnosed with COVID-19. Managing
this situation is logistically tricky as attendants have the extra respon-
sibility to execute proper social-distancing protocols.

A difficult winter seems like an inevitable scenario, but the por-
tended burdens would be lightened if volunteer numbers rebounded
closer to where they were before the pandemic. Businesses, churches,
families and high schools provided key support that lightened the
burden on Mustard Seed staff members. Annually, over 40,000 vol-

Tough times ahead for shelters, food banks

RAMIER, MADELYN ELIZABETH — Madelyn Elizabeth (Noonan)
Ramier, 79, passed away Friday, November 4th, 2022 in Fredericton,
N.B. Madelyn was born May 13th, 1943 in Melrose, NB to Frank
Noonan and Doris (Stack) Noonan and grew up in Dorchester, NB.
Madelyn was a graduate of St Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing in
1964 and later St. Thomas University with a Bachelor of Arts degree
continuing her lifelong love for learning.

Madelyn met Charles, the love of her life, in Montreal where she
was working as a nurse and soon moved back to New Brunswick
with him to raise a family. Family was important to Madelyn. She
was always cultivating strong family bonds, whether it was holiday
dinners at St. Bartholomew’s with extended family in Melrose, visits
to her parents in Dorchester, the family home in Nackawic, or sum-
mers at the family cottage in Grand Barachois. Travel was also a love
of Madelyn’s as she had many adventures with Charles, her sister
and brother-in-law, Joan amd Harry, and her nursing school friends,
especially Anne Leger.

Madelyn had three very fulfilling and successful careers. First as a
nurse, always as a mom, and then in religious education with the Catholic
Church. Starting by teaching Catechism at Sts. Simon & Jude in Nackawic,
and spending many years working across the province for the Diocese of
Saint John as director of Religious Education.

Madelyn was predeceased by her husband Charles. She is survived
by her daughter, Cathryn (Trevor) Publicover; grandchildren, Giles
and Gavin; son, Stephen (Heather); grandchildren, Ella, Katie, Sophie,
and Jackson; son Gregory (Jacqueline); grandchildren, Emily and
Nicholas; sister and brother in law, Joan & Harry Brathwaite; chil-
dren Joanna and HJ, and sister in law Vivian (Ramier) Scott.

Arrangements were entrusted to McAdam’s Funeral Home,
Fredericton. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Holy Family Par-
ish, Fredericton. §

unteers provided their time and effort to support the Mustard Seed
throughout Alberta before the pandemic. Right now, the volunteer
ranks have shrunk over 50 per cent to around 19,000.

“When we don’t get our volunteers, we have to staff our team to
work extra to make up for the time for services that still need to get
deployed and delivered,” said Ms. Browne. “Before the pandemic, we
really relied on our volunteers for those jobs.

“We really need volunteers, food donations and things like jackets
and toques and other items of warm clothing right now.”

Above all, Ms. Browne said she prays for The Mustard Seed to
maintain “their resiliency to face this tough winter.”

Her voice glowed with joy when speaking about the ministry the
staff carries out day by day in this tough societal climate.

“The work we do is God’s work. We are serving something greater
than ourselves, and it’s a mission that we live and breathe by in our
values at The Mustard Seed. Yes, there is a lot of sacrifice, long hours
and sometimes frustrations and heartaches that come with the job
when seeing people come in with an overdose or are feeling suicidal.”

“The staff has been miraculous. Their hearts are overflowing with a
desire to work collaboratively together and support one another. When
you are doing mission-focused work, it really comes down to how is this
making a difference. I get to go home to a bed that is warm, but there are
people out there that don’t have that luxury or accessibility. Our staff are
focused more than ever on going the distance.” §

(continued from page 6)
The trip to Bahrain also focused on the need for encounter, he said,

because without offering the other a heartfelt welcome, "dialogue remains
empty" and "remains on the level of an idea rather than reality."

The pope said so many individuals and groups he met, especially
the young Christian and Muslim students at Sacred Heart School,
showed what this encounter looks like. Children and young people
"need to get to know each other so that fraternal encounter might
prevent ideological divisions."

The other aim was "journey," he said, because being the first pope
to visit Bahrain "was part of a process initiated by St. John Paul II
when he went to Morocco."

It was "a new step on the journey between Christian and Muslim
believers — not to confuse things or water down the faith, but to
create fraternal alliances," he said.

Interreligious dialogue does not "water down" the faith, he added,
because the only way to have real and fruitful dialogue is when each
person remains firmly rooted to and true to his or her own identity.

The Christians and Catholics in Bahrain truly live "on a journey," he
said, as the majority of them are immigrant labourers who "discover
their roots in the people of God and their family within the larger
family of the church." They forge ahead in life with joy, "in the cer-
tainty that the hope of God does not disappoint."

"Thinking about their journey, their daily experience of dialogue, let
us all feel called to expand our horizons" with hearts that are open, not
hardened and closed tight, "because we are all brothers and sisters,"
Pope Francis said.

People must strive to open up, "to enlarge our interests, to dedicate
ourselves to knowing about others," he said.

"If you dedicate yourself to getting to know others, you will never be
threatened, but if you are afraid of others, you make the threat," he said.§

Gentle power of dialogue
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And on the eighth day, God created... sport?
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Matt Hoven’s book, On the Eighth Day: A Catholic Theology of
Sport, was co-written with two PhD colleagues during the COVID-
19 pandemic, yet foundational elements of this literary work were
unofficially laid during the academic’s childhood.

Mr. Hoven is an associate professor and the Peter and Doris Kule
Chair in Catholic Religious Education at St. Joseph’s College in Ed-
monton. But in the early 1980s, Mr. Hoven was among the thousands
of Canadian kids astonished by the on-ice genius of Wayne Gretzky
and his Edmonton Oilers dynasty.

While attending a game, Mr. Hoven noticed a nearby fan unveiling
a banner, which read, “On the eighth day, God created Gretzky.”

“I remember turning to my Dad
and asking, ‘What? Is that for real?’
In one sense, I was hoping he would
say yes because there was something
magical about Gretzky. How he scored
so prolifically, and how he played be-
hind the net. He played the game and
saw the ice so differently.”

As the title of the book illustrates,
the message written on the banner
stuck with Mr. Hoven through the pas-
sage of nearly four decades.

“When it came to the book, and
we were thinking about the central
metaphor, we thought about ‘on the
eighth day’ because it is engaging with

sport in a new way,” said Mr. Hoven, who authored Sport and Chris-
tianity: Practices for the Twenty-First Century a couple of years ago.
“What we’re trying to do is put a synthesis — kind of a larger idea —
on how Catholic theology might approach sport. The academic litera-
ture is growing, but we wanted to see if we could put together a book
of eight chapters covering different major areas that try to make sense
of sport for religious people, but also for sporting people.”

Mr. Hoven’s relationship with his co-authors J.J. Carney and Max
Engel dates back to the late 2000s and early 2010s. They all took classes
together as Mr. Hoven and Mr. Engel sought a PhD in religious education,
and Carney pursued a doctorate in Church history at The Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington. Mr. Carney and Mr. Engel are now faculty
members at the Jesuit-run Creighton University in Omaha, Nebrska.

Like many media creators did during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
three friends utilized live-stream platforms and online writing applica-
tions like Google Docs to manifest their creative insights and story-
telling into a complete vision.

Researching the personal sporting backgrounds of the various popes
and delving into how Catholic leaders have spoken and written about
sports over time put Mr. Hoven, Mr. Carney and Mr. Engel into largely
untouched scholarship terrain. This reality afforded them to, in a sense,
become intellectual archeologists, discovering buried treasures of
unknown to little-known facts and tidbits.

“Some of my John Paul II (research) showed me that he did over
100 speeches during his pontificate about sports, speaking to gym-
nastics groups, cyclists, mountaineers and to groups before Olympic
Games. He played soccer in his youth, and he would later climb moun-
tains. When he was younger, he was a very active pope, and you got

a sense that he liked sports and engaging with them.”
You don’t have to look back very far to find where Pope Francis

drew upon sports during a prominent speech. During the last stop of
his historic penitential pilgrimage, Pope Francis told Inuit youth in
Iqaluit on July 29 to thoughtfully consider the success of the Cana-
dian women’s national hockey team.

“How does Canada manage to win all those Olympic medals? How
did Sarah Nurse or Marie-Philip Poulin get to score all those goals?
Hockey combines discipline and creativity, tactics and physical
strength; but team spirit always makes the difference."

Expanding upon the pontiff’s point about creativity, Mr. Hoven says
On the Eighth Day: A Catholic Theology of Sport articulates how
each of us experiencing tons of fun while at sport or play is a bit of an
homage to God’s creative, playful spirit.

“You can even find in the Catechism and basic Catholic teaching
that God created the world out of love, spontaneity, creativity and
wisdom. So, the very source, which made all things in the universe,
was this playful, creative spirit,” said Mr. Hoven. “When we have this
mentality of God’s creativity at work on the macro stage, we can
maybe see it more easily that the creativity and joy in sport, the friend-
ship and the teamwork that comes out of sport is trying to point us to
something larger.”

The book also examines how sport, historically and contemporar-
ily, is where people demand accountability and commitment to truth
and justice in a world racked by societal ills. Mr. Hoven alludes to
fans demanding the Big Four sports do better in the aftermath of the
George Floyd protests in 2020, and the ongoing push for reform at
Hockey Canada because of its handling of sexual assault cases. §

SAINT JOHN — On Thursday, November 10, 2022 a
Remembrance Day service was held at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John. Over 900 attendees filled
the Cathedral. (Ryan Murphy photo)


